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Portugal to find the money for an expedition to sail across
the Atlantic to the land that lay beyond. He believed that
this ocean covered the whole space between the east of Asia
and the west of Europe, so that a ship starting westward from
Portugal or Spain, and sailing in a straight line, would eventu-
ally reach the Indies. King John was pleased ' to consider the
matter,* and while he kept poor Christopher Columbus fretting
and fuming in a fever of impatience, he was treacherous enough
to send off secretly three caravels with instructions to sail west-
ward on the line shown on the chart of the Genoese sailor.
Fortunately, in this case, as in most others, trickery was not
successful After a little while King John's captains lost
heart, and returned with the report that no land could be seen,
Christopher Columbus had meanwhile heard of the secret
voyage, and ' when,' said his son, * this underhand dealing came
to my father's ears, he took a great aversion to Lisbon and the
Portuguese nation.'

It was then that he entrusted his brother Bartholomew with
a mission to the English King, who might look with favour
upon the great scheme, and deal honestly with the sailor who
proposed it.

By great misfortune, however, Bartholomew's ship was
attacked and captured by pirates, and he was taken prisoner.
For some years he remained in captivity, and when at last he
escaped and managed to reach London, he had lost all bis
belongings, his charts and his letter among them, and was
absolutely destitute. To earn sufficient money for food and
lodging he wasted much valuable time in drawing and selling
maps to English sailors. But his brother's business was
always in his mind, and as soon as he could afford to purchase
a decent suit of clothes, he presented himself at the English
Court. King Henry received him kindly, and heard his pro-
posals with interest. He, like King John of Portugal, promised
*to consider the matter/ but the vague promise went no
further, and meanwhile the English nation lost that great and
priceless opportunity by which they might have been the first